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Dok E of RICHMOND. 


| MY LORD, 
| P ERMIT me to requeſt your 


Grace's acceptance of a diſcourſe, 


© which pretends to no other merit, but 
chat of being dictated by a warm af- 
ſection for truth, and a ſincere defire 
to maintain the rights of genuine 
Chriſtianity. | 

The honorable and diſtinguiſhed part 
your Grace has taken in every conſti- 
utional debate, that has of late years 
een agitated in the britiſh ſenate, left 
jou no fame to acquire, but from an 
pportunity of ſhewing your zeal in 
or of religious liberty, the laſt and 


A deareſt 


eee 


deareſt privilege of human nature. 
That occaſion not long fince preſcnt- 
ed itſelf, when a bill was brought in- 
to parliament to relieve diſſenting mi- 
niſters from the oppreſſive burthen of 
Subſcription: and here, my Lord, 
you exerted yourſelf with ſpirit, elo- 


| 4 * 
quence, and judgment, worthy of the 
cauſe you eſpouſed, and in a mannes 
f to 
which muſt recommend you to th 
te 
gratitude and eſteem of every pro- a 
: n | C. 
teſtant diſſenter. 
ey be 
Semper honos nomenque tuum lau chi. 

deſque manebunt. Wi 

the 
This is not all. Chriſtianity rank * 
e1 

you among it's noble patrons, " G 
: [att 


that is a title more honorable tha 
monarchs can beſtow. 


DEDICATION; w 


Overcome at preſent by power and 
numbers, we believe that juſtice and 
W rcafon will finally prevail, Our cauſe; 
| though unſucceſsful, ſhall remain, 
W the cauſe of truth, while the records 
of the Goſpel are kept pure and 1 ig 
violate. NES 
we asked nothing . 
to our allegiance; nothing inconſiſ- 
tent with civil policy, equity, or pru- 
dence; nothing that government need 
be aſhamed, or ſorry to beſtow; no- 
thing but a toleration of that faith 
witch is built upon the foundation of 
the apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 
being the chief corner- ſtone; that 
faith Which has never ill 2 her 


guardians. 


If theſe pretenſions fail, we muſt 
ave recourſe to the conſolations 


which 


J VC 


iv DEDICATION. 
which ſuſtained the firſt ſufferers for 
the Chriſtian cauſe, and never for- 
ſake virtuous intentions. 

Next to the. countenance of the 
God of Truth, we muſt fly to the 
approbation of men of wiſdom and 
integrity; the name of Richmond 
mitigates diſappointment, and givcs 
dignity to defeat. 

I had rather be the miniſter of the 
native religion of Chriſt, unbeneficed 


by temporal rewards, unprotected, o 
except by talents and virtues like et 
your Grace's, than be the firſt digni- MW m 
tary of any eſtabliſhment under Hea-· ar 
ven, Not that I am conſcious of or 


the leaſt malevolence or rancor tv 
the church of England, from which 
1 differ upon convictron, and I truf 


with candor. 
Her 


DEDICATION. v 


Her defects I lament, her excel- 
lencies I acknowledge; but J hold in 
higher reverence an inſtitution which 
has a prior and more noble eſtabliſn- 
ment, an eſtabliſhment in truth, in 


benevolence, and in it's tendency to 
promote the happineſs of mankind. 
In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
noble efforts were made to break the 
chains of eccleſiaſtical bondage, and 
reſtore the chriſtian church to its ori- 
ginal purity and perfection; ; thoſe 
efforts were in part ſucceſsful, but 
much remains ſtill to be done; Chriſti- 
anity was then ſtript of the outer robe 
of pomp and ſuperſtition, but the inner 
garment of artificial theology, was at 
that time left, and ſtill remains an un- 
comely load upon her ſhoulders. This 
it is, that has for a long time conceal- 


ed 


vi DEDICATION. 
ed her beauty, disfigured her divine 


image, reduced the number, and im- 


paired the credit of her votaries. But 
we truſt the day is coming (and may 
your Grace be inſtrumental in haſten- 
ing its happy arrival,) when our holy 
religion, ſhall be relieved from this 
ignominious burden; when ſhe ſhall 
be no longer impiouſly compelled to 
wear that party-livery, in which the 
vanity, the folly, and the wickedneſs 
of mankind have diſguiſed her. 

Such is her heavenly origin, ſuch 
her innocence and purity, that like 
the fair form of virtue, and of truth, 
ſhe will not only appear without a 
bluſh, but with ſuperior dignity and 
grace, whenever, and wherever, ſhe 
18 permitted to come forth unveiled, 
and unadorned, fave in her own na- 
tive, but venerable garb, of genuine 

| bene- 
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beneroleger, and una gpl. 
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city. 


When noblemen of your 28 8 
high rank are not aſhamed to vindi- | 
cate Religion from all eccleſiaſtical 
uſurpation, and to reſtore it to it's 
firſt principles, no adverſaries can 
prevail againſt it; it's ſucceſs will be 
univerſal, and it's empire unbounded; 
it ſtands in need of no other ſupport, 
it wants no other alliance, , 

Proceed, my Lord, in the Path in 
which you have ſet out, emulate the 
characters of thoſe illuſtrious princes 
who protected and encouraged the 
Proteſtant Reformers, and may it be 
your happineſs to ſee compleatly per- 
feed, that plan of truth and free- 
dom which they happily began. 

That 


vii DEDICATION. 
That your Grace's life may be long 


preſerved, for the honor of religion, 
the defence of civil and religious li- 
berty, and the good of your country, 
is the ardent 2 of, 


T] 


My Lord, Your Grace's, 
moſt obedient, 
and moſt devoted, 


humble Servant, 


E. RADCLIFFE. 


Walthamſtow, 
June 15, 1772. 
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THEN PETER AND THE OTHER APOSTLES 
ANSWERED AND. SAID, WE OUGHT TO 
OBEY GOD RATHER THAN MEN, 


ACTS v. xiv. 


NOVERNMENT and laws are 
(3 neceſſary to the being of Society. 
ithout them mankind would degenerate 
nto ſavages, and a ftate of confufion and 
oſtility would univerſally prevail, 

The weak would fall a prey to the ſtrong, 
power and cunning woulderiumph over 
uſtice and equity. But government intro- 
ces order, ſecurity, and happineſs, by 
blging every individual to ſubmit to a ſy- 
em of laws, agreed upon by the commu. 
ty for the general good. 
B A well 


bt the ordinance of God, „and he who en- 


„ 

A well regulated ſtate knows no diſting, 
tions but thoſe of virtue and merit, and af. 
fords one common protection to the higheſt 
and the loweſt ; making no other terms for 
the enjoyment of life, fortune, and liberty, 
but ſubmiſſion to the ſame equal and im- 


partial laws. 
Such an inſtitution may be truly called 


deavours to ſubvert it is a criminal of the 
higheſt rank, being intitled, not only to the 
pu niſhment of the magiſtrate, but to the 
diſpleaſurg of that Being by whom king 
reign and princes decree juſtice, 

But it 1s natural to aſk, whether man re. 
ſigned his judgment, and will univerſally when I. 
he entered inta ſaciety Are we bound to 


pay an implicit obedience to every thing that calc 
is impoſed by the magiſtrate under the ſanc- 2 
tion of law? Do we give up our conſcienct 
and reaſon, and right of oppoſition in a "i 
* when we become N God for- _ 


bid | 


t 5 1 


ba! this would be making lavery and oben 
dience ſynonimous terms. It deſtroys all the 
benefits of ſociety, and confounds the ſub- 
jection of brutes, with the free and generoug 


compliance, of rational creatures. 

Experience ſhews that government hag 
often been abuſed: and if its authority was 
fil the ſame, it would be man's duty to 
concur in his own miſery and deſtruction, 
which! 1$ contrary to the firſt law of nature, 


ä It may be ſometimes prudent to acquieſce i in 
the greateſt oppreſſion, but never criminal to 


oppoſe 1 ite 
Wicked and miles rulers = often 


turned that power, with which they were 
entruſted for the happineſs and benefit of 
the people, into their ruin; and in that 


caſe, government, inſtead of being one of 


the greateſt bleſſings of the Almighty, be- 


comes one of the greateſt calamities, and 


ought to be reſiſted by every man of honor, 


ſpirit, or benevolence. 
Vnjuſt government is only iniquity eſta- 
bliſhed by law, and appears horrible in pro. 
portion 


1 6 
portiom to the difficulty of deffroyitg it 
Dominion over man's Hberty and religion 
may be uſtitptd, but cannot be vihdicatrd, 
They are natural priviteges, for the fofs of 
which we can teceive rib eqaivalent, 1 mal 
confine myſelf at preſent | to religiort,” 

The tefatibn in which we ſtand to God, 
as our Creator, Preſetver, and judge, 18 pridr 
ö All e101 eontracts, and would rettlain uf. 
alterably ficred if there was no fuch thing as 
a commubity upon earth, A legal connection 
with men, yields many ſecular advantages; 
but an intercourſe with God, maintained by 
a ſubmiſſion to ks wall, promiſes etidtets fe- 
licity : and therefore | it can never be ſup- 
poſed, that t the obligations we enter into with 
mankind, for felf preſervation and mutul 
convenience, can ever abtogare or ſuperſede 
the covenant we are under to the fupreme 
Governor of nature, as rational and at- 


countable creatures, any more than the cu- 
i ſtoms and regulations of a city or town can 


con- 


171 


the realm. 

Tube tribute of worſhip and bent cannot 
be alienated from the living God, as He is 
the fountain of all mercy. The principles 
of conſcience cannot be invaded, becauſe it 
is the teſt and guide of our moral condutt 
The exerciſe of thoſe ſentiments of faith 
which concern our happineſs i in a future ſtate, 


FY FYAFY? 


cannot be x given up, without renouncing our 
allegiance to the great Judge of our ſpits, 
Theſe duties ariſe from the conſtitution of 
our nature, and as they exiſt, independant 
of all the inſtitutions of civil authority, are 
[of immutable and indifpenfible obli; gation. , 1 
If every law was obligatory becauſe it 
paſſed through the ufual forms, and had the 
ſanftion of the reigning powers, all the 
dloody edicts ifſaed by the Roman emperors, 
n the madneſs of their pride and cruelty, 
were juſt and ſacred, and the diſobedience of 
he firſt Chriſtians was {edition and rebellion, 
| N The 


cöntradict or ſet aſide the fipetior laws of | 


= — 
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The noble reſolttion of the Jews not to 
e to idols ; the intrepid refuſal of the 
three children of Iſrael to worſhip Nebuchad- 
nezzar's image ; the unconquerable deter- 
mination of the apoſtles to preach Chriſt 
crucified ; the manly efforts of the refor- 
mers which threw off the yoke of popery ; 
the fruggles of our anceſtors for civil and 
religious liberty, which ended at laſt in the 
tevolution, were all wicked and inexcuſable; 
and the authors of them deſerve to be branded MW © 
as incendiaries and traitors. But that ſenſ⸗ 1 
of rectitude which is implantedi in the human 
breaſt reverſes the decrees of tyranny, ani P. 
pronounces ſuch an oppoſition honorable and 
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glorious. The impartial teſtimony of ap- th 
plauſe which has always been paid to ſuch V 


men as martyrs and heroes; and the dete- 
Ration which has invariably purſued hypo- Pe 
eriſy and cowardice, are an evident proof 
that we ought to obey God rather man. full 
IF it ſhould be aſked, why we ought to 
obey God rather than man, 1 anſwer, becauſe 
his 


1 911 


| his power is not only greater, but his laws 
more excellent ; becauſe they are inſpired by 


infinite wiſdom and founded in the nature of 
things. Being governed by no paſſion or ca- 
price, by no pre) judice or reſentment ; what - 
ever He dictates to his creaturse, either by 
reaſon or revelation, muſt redound to their 
preſent and eternal happineſs, and n 


demands unlimitted ſubmiſſion. 


Man's power extends only to the grave; 
God's juriſdiction remains to all —_— 
through an unbounded range of being, in 
which He can, if He pleaſes, reward or 
puniſh us, 

If it ſhould be aſked, how we ſhall know 
the will of God? 1 anſwer, we might as 
well aſk, how do we know that we live ? 
we need only conſult our conſciences and 
open our bibles, to learn the voice of heaven ; 
and there. are ſome things, which I am as 
fully perſuaded to be the dictates of a wiſe 
and merciful God, as if I had the declaration 
pf an angel to confirm them, To comply 

with 


with the ſentiments of my conſcience, ta do 


would repreſent them. 


mies by megkneſs, and took away all pre- 


10 J 


unte all men as I would have them do unty 
me, to cultivate univerſal benevolence and 
friendſhip towards all that bear the image of 


Omnipotent. 

This was the manner in which the apoſtles 
argned, and they were neither madmen, nor 
bigots, nor enthuſtaſts, as a profligate age 


my Maker, muſt he eternally fight; and 1 | 
would ſooner believe that the warld was made Wl . 
by chance, than that ſuch actions would want Wl 
the countenance or favor of ie Lord” God 

tl 


They recommended, both by their preach- 
ing and practice, an obedience to the laws , 
they patiently- bare the greateſt civil opprel- 
fion, and recommeded it to their followers to 
lead peaceable lives in all gadlineſs and ho- 
neſty; they diſarmed the rage of their enc- 


tences of treating them as ſtate offenders by 
reſignation to the greateſt wrongs ; yet when 


hos were commanded not to preach Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


t 1 
Chriſt, they firmly reſiſted, and with com- 


poſed courage replied, ce we ought to obey 
« God rather than men.” Diſobedience to 
all human decrees, when interfering with 
the rights of conſcience, could not be avowed 


in more manly and ſpirited terms; and agrec- 
able to theſe principles, which were to be a 
rule to chriſtians in all ſucceeding ages, 
they departed from the preſence of the coun- 
cil, rejoicing that they were thought worthy 
to ſuffer for the name of Chriſt, and daily 
in the temple, and in every houſe, they 
cegſed not to preach Jeſus- Chriſt. They 
knew that the religion they taught was of 
divine authority, that its laws were calcu- 
lated to make men wiſe and good, and that 
terial happineſs was the certain reward of 
faithful profeſſion of it. Temporal ſuf- 
crings were not to be put in the ſcale againſt 
nen important advantages: they held the 
ſt with which they were commiſſioned of 
oo facred a nature to be diſpenſed with, whe- 
der they were countenariced or diſcouraged, it 


1 was 


[ 2 } 


was all the fame ; their purpoſe was fixed, 
and their virtue inflexible; neither promiſes 
allured, nor terrors intimidated them, from 

declaring that Him, whom the Jews had 
hanged upon a tree, God had exalted to be 
a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance 
to Iſrael and remiſſion of ſins : and ſuch was 
the ſignal ſucceſs attending their honeſt zeal, 


that in ſpite of the fury of prieſts and rulers, Wt \ 
their doctrines ſpread, their converts in- f 
creaſed, and their religion ſubdued the wort 
unto itſelf, 0 


I am now to apply the anſwer of the 
apoſtles to an event, which, for the hond m. 
of our country, I wiſh to be buried in ever ©? 
laſting oblivion ; I am ſorry there ſhould Einf 
any occaſion, in this enlightened age, and a 
a period ſo diſtant from the reformation, ti 
complain of any encroachment upon th 
facred ground of religion, or to diſtinguil 
between the laws of men and the laws « 
heaven; happy for that nation where thy 
never claſh, but harmoniouſly conſpire t 


promo a 


CE 13-3 | 
promote man's preſent and ternal happi- 
r Sen os 
When this country was emerging ny 
the dark cloud of popery, it was univerſally 
contended, that the bible was the only reli 
gion of Proteſtants; the bible, the great char- 
ter of the living God, which contained the 
words of eternal life; that every diminution 
from, or addition to it, was impious, and. 
that nothing could be bound upon the faith 
or practice of Chriſtians, inconſiſtent with 
or againſt it, by any human decrees; the 
monſtrous pretences of the church of Rome. 


to enſlave the conſciences of men to its own 
infallible explications, were juſtly diſputed; 
and Chriſt was admitted to be the ſupreme. 
arbiter and Maſter of His own religion Y 
but now ſince the church of England has 
acquired an eſtabliſhment, independant of 
truth, and ſuperior to all danger, the im- 
mortal principles upon which it aroſe are for- 
rotten, and it has imbibed the intolerant 
pirit of its imperious rival. 

C4 We 
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We are told, there is no name given under 
heaven by which we can be ſaved, and yet, 
as a proof how little human eſtabliſhment 
partakes of the genius and ſpirit of tha, 
goſpel, from which they pretend to draw thei: 
origin, there 1s hardly any other name, under 
which men have been more effectually ruined 
in the preſent world, than this. 

LI appeal to the ſenſe, juſtice, and equity 
of all mankind, whether making that neceſ- 
fary to falvation which Chriſt has not requir- 
ed, and fo leaving one ſet of Chriſtians to 
preſcribe rules of faith to another, and en- 
force them according to their power, 1s not 
of the very eſſence of perſecution ? and whe- Ni 
ther this is not the chief lincament in the | 
features of that church which has filled the ſed 
world with cruelty and blood? If we once Nh 
doubt of the perfection of ſcripture, and Nee. 
allow any thing to be of equal authority. lea 


we may go on framing new ſyſtems of faith, 
and adding one corruption and iniquity to 
another, till we arrive at the tortures of the 

inqul- 


1 


inquiſition. It muſt either imply, that 
or that his Apoſtles did not ſufficiently ex- 


viding for the welfare of ſociety, and that 
its natural tendency, is to make men unfit for 


government. GEE 
How comes it to ok that a multitude of 


inconſiſtent with ſcripture and reaſon, ſhall 


- WW be enforced as neceſſary to the welfare of 


to ſociety, and terms of chriſtian communion ? 
n- Is it the beſt qualification to preach the 
ot goſpel, to believe that, which is incompatible 
e- Wvith it? 

he How was it that Chriſtians became poſſeſ- 
he ed of a power of claiming ſubſcriptions, 

ce {Which neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles either 
xerciſed or aſſumed ? The caſe, alas! is too 
lear; human inventions firſt deviſe a ſyſtem 

f religion, and then human laws eſtabliſh. 
t. If I reaſon wrong, or draw unfair in- 

erences, I ſhould be glad to be convinced of 
ny miſtake. By 


Chriſt did not underſtand his own religion, 


plain it; or elſe, that it is defective in pro- 


articles, ſome of them unintelligible, others 


: 
1 


= _ — _——_—_—_— 


he is ranked among the greateſt criminals, 


his heart, the loyalty of his conduct ; he gains 


( 16 ] 

By a Chriſtian, I mean one, who believes 
in Chriſt, and embraces his religion as the 
rule of his faith and practice, and the foun- 
dation of his immortal happineſs; by a Chriſ 
tian Miniſter, I mean one, who faithfully in- 
culcates ſuch doctrines as he conſcientiouſly 
believes to be contained in the Goſpel. 

Yet fuch a one, to the ſhame of a country 
which calls itſelf proteſtant, is not even tole- 
rated; he is liable to fines and impriſonment 


and threatened, at leaſt, as if he trampled 
upon the fundatnental rights of ſociety ; he 
pleads the hardſhip of his lot, the firicerity of 


no redreſs ; he lies at the mercy of informers, 
whoſe intereſt it is to rain him. Good God, 
where is the humanity of Engliſhmen, or the 
benevolence of Chriſtians ! 

But are our principles, or conduct to be 
altered by our fate, God forbid ! I declare to 
you, without fear or feſerve, if it was ne- Pei 
ceſſary for Chriſtian Miniſters to believe that ¶ rec 

a the 


BE 


the bulk of the human race were doomed from 
all eternity, to inevitable damnation ; that in 
fants, in conſequence of original fin, were 
under the curſe of God, and that man could 
do nothing towards his Salvation, being laid 
under a neceſſity of ſinning, which he could 
not prevent; I ſhould wiſh there was not a 
8 Chriſtian Miniſter in the world. 

If to believe that the ſupreme judge of the 
earth puniſhes without guilt, rewards with- 
out virtue, and is governed by arbitrary ca- 
price, be a preparation for preaching the 


"ik goſpel of truth; then fraud, injuſtice, and 
be perfidy are the beſt characteriſtics of ſocial 


creatures. If there are any doctrines that 
oug/'1t not to be tolerated, they are ſuch 
as theſe, which undermine the bleſſed cha- 
racter of the Deity; which ſtrike at the 
root of all morality and religion ; which 
counteract the force of the beſt laws, and 
rake men uncharitable, malevolent, and 
perſecuting, in order more effectually to 
recommend them to the approbation of 

| Hea- 


Wa 
Heaven. If I believe them, I am my own 
enemy. If I propagate them, I am the 
enemy of all mankind : how ſuch doctrines 
came to be dignified by the name of the Gol- 
pel, is to me one of the moſt inexplicable 
myſteries: in the hiſtory of human nature, 
Our anceſtors gave a proof of their candor 
and moderation, by being fatisfied with an 
exemption from the rites and ceremonies of 
the church; they agreed with it in doctrine, 
and concurred in ſentiment, and did not ſcru- 
ple to lie under the ſame obligation to main- 
tain them, 

Advancing knowledge and free enquiry has 
produced a revolution. of principles, and laid 
the foundation of a more liberal and generous 
diſſent in matters of faith and doctrine. 
And will any man ſay, we have exceeded the ¶ Bu 
bounds of chriſtian liberty, or defeated the Nem 
ſpirit of that law, by which toleration was 
firſt granted? we claim no greater favor, 
we ſolicit no higher privilege, than we believe, 
would have been then complied with, had it 


been aſked, no more, than many of our bre- 
4 thren 
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thren in other parts of theſe kingdoms hap- 
ily enjoy, without any injury to the purity 
of religion, the ſafety of the eſtabliſhment, 
or the peace of the, ſtate. Da (+ eng! 

The long-time, during which hart hn 
iy. in filence, afforded, a juſt preſumption 
at che generoſity. of the age; and more cle- 
ated ſentiments of chriſtianity had utterly 
ancelled them; and when the Commons of 
ngland; after ſolemn debate, had | almoſt 
nanimouſly. pronounced them too cruel for 
ecution, we thought we had reaſon to con- 
ratulate ourſelves, upon the reconciliation of 
vi policy with the rights of private judg- 
ent, and the redemption of Chriſt's religi- 
n, from thoſe fetters with which it has been 
ound upwards of a thouſand years. 
But when the moſt venerable and auguſt 
embly in the nation hath refuſed: to deliver 
from oppreſſion, we muſt be alarmed for 
rlelves,. and: tremble for poſterity. - 
Though we had a claim to every reaſon- 
le indulgence from our attachment to the 
53 | ſtate, 
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ſtate, and more eſpecially from our affe&ion 
to the family which now fills the throne, 
(which Almighty God preſerve through al 
generations ;) yet we were content with | 
bare connivance, truſting only to the inns. 
cence of our deſigns for our ſecurity : bu 
when the miniſters of the eſtabliſhed churd 
petitioned to be relieved from fubſeription 1 
human articles, as a yoke unchriſtian and in 
tolerable, the Difſenters could not in juſti 


to their principles remain filent, or forbear -M "© 
queſting a legal releaſe from the bonds of il '* 
communion, with which they had no cor f“ 
nection, and from which they received I 
emotuments. The permiſſion of their wo: bun 
ſhip, they hoped, implied an allowance “tes 
their opinions. On this preſumption thi I 
humbly addreſſed themſelves to the legill aly 
ture, and the event of their application yu the. 
are all acquainted with; but what will | 0 f 
its future conſequences, is known only hg 

hen 


Him, who is wonderful in councth, and e 
cellent in working. It would be flatteri 


ol 
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ourſelves to ſuppoſe the reſolution ofa ſenate 
of nobles ſhould ſtand ſingle, and unſup- 
ported. e 

That the laws ſhould receive a freſh con- 
firmation, only to be neglected and laid aſide, 
would be a reflexion on the prudence and 
wiſdom of government. We are authorized 
toconclude, that every comformable effortwill 
be exerted to add dignity to this determina- 
tion, and to ſuppreſs thoſe miniſters who do 
not comply with the expreſs letter of their 
warrant ; and if that be done, I believe our 
principles are not ſo far forgot, nor the ſpi- 
rit of our anceſtors ſo nearly extinguiſhed, 
but we ſhall adopt the language of the Apoſ- 
tles, we ought to obey God, &c. 

In that caſe, our temples will be as effectu- 
ally ſhut, as they were under the tyranny of 
the Stuarts; and our only conſolation will be 
to reflect, that whatever we may ſuffer, we 
ſhall be vindicated by the united ſuffrages of 
the wiſeſt, and the worthieſt of human kind, 
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We had better renounce all the pleaſure 
of ſocial worſhip, and keep our religion 
in the receſſes of our own boſoms; than 
acknowledge human explications of rel. 
gion to be of equal force with the word f 
God, and give up the liberty wherewith Chriſ 
has made us free. 

If the ſtate impoſes ſilence, I muſt obey, 
but my laft words ſhall be a proteſt, againſt ſ 
impious, and arbitrary a decree ; and I vil 
be bold to fay, that the equitable claim of the 
Diſſenters to religious liberty, after the many 
unparalleled proofs they have given of ther 
allegiance and loyalty, would not have been 
rejected in any kingdom upon earth, Great- 
Britain only excepted. | 

I am perfectly convinced there would be 
more juſtice in confiſcating all our poſſeſſions 

If our underſtanding, our belief, our judg- 
ment are forfeited to the ftate, what can we 
call our own ? We can only ſay, © would to 
God we had any thing more to loſe.” 


The 


t 0 I 
The Diſſenters are neither formidable for 


their power, nor their numbers ; but they 
have that, which neither power nor numbers 


can ſubdue; ambitious only of enjoying their 


religion in peace, they neither affect perſecu- 
tionnorſhunit; divided in their opinions about 
civil and ſpeculative queſtions, they have but 


one ſentiment about the rights of private 


judgment; and if this be invaded, let it be 
remembered, that diſtreſs gives vigor and 


union, and this country muſt have profited 


little by experience, to hope to cruſh a people 


animated by one common cauſe, and united 


by one common ſenſe of oppreſſion. Let 
France, Spain and Italy, and all the world 
boaſt of the converts they have made by the 
ſword, I hope this kingdom will never en- 
gage in eſtabliſhing an abſolute monarchy of 
faith, 
Over ſuch conqueſts humanity weeps, and 
religion is wounded in the houſe of her friend. 
I hope that period is not far remote, when 
mankind ſhall bluſh at the annals of martyr- 
dom, 
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dom, and be impatient to wipe away the me- 
mory of every attempt to ſubdue the freedom, 
the fortitude, and independency of the mind. 

While I am conſcious of no factious or 
ſiniſter views, I will commend myſelf to the 


God of truth, and hope for the approbation 
of every man who has underſtanding to judge, 
and a heart to feel for the rights of humanity, 
My property and ſubſtance I can ſpare, my 
life I can reſign, but my intereſt in a future 
ſtate, ſecured by the revelation of the goſpel, 1 
will never diſpoſe of ; my confidence in the 
friendſhip of the great author of nature, thro 
the aſſurance of integrity, 1s too valuable for 
monarchs to command, or worlds to purchaſe, 
Shall truth and reaſon, and a cauſe which 
ſtood the perſecution of imperial Rome, be 
overcome by pains and penalties ? vain and 
impotent menaces | they muſt purſue us into 
futurity, and inflict ſomething worſe than 
the loſs of liberty and life, before the prin- 
ciples of proteſtantiſm can be extirpated, 
They who fear God can fear nothing beſides. 
The 


1 

The reaſon he has given, we will honeſtly 
exerciſe; the goſpel he has revealed, we will 
faithfully confult and follow; content with 
its doctrines, unexplained, unamended, and I 
truſt, we ſhall need no other guide. 

That we can fleep in ſecurity, and enjoy 
our property unmoleſted, are bleffings, for 
which I hope we ſhall always be thankful, 
and make all the returns of obedience and 
duty ; but, is this alt that conſtitutes the 
happineſs of a rational and intelligent crea- 
ture? What is human life without enjoying 
and imparting our religious ſentiments ?* 

If it ſhould be urged, that the penalties to 


which we are liable are ſuſpended, and the 
| laws 
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As to my lords the biſhops, I ſay, that it is hard for them 
to avoid the blame, in che opinion of an indifferent judge, for 
ſtanding ſo preciſely upon altering nothing: laws unrefreſhed 
with new ones, grow ſour; and without changing what is bad, 
the good cannot be continued. To take away many abuſes ſup · 
plants — — orders; but eſtabliſhes them. A contentious 
retaining-of cuſtom is as turbulent a thing, as innovation. A 
good husbandman is ever pruning his vineyard, or his field; not 
unſeaſonably indeed, nor uuskilfully, but lightly ; he ever finds 
ſomewhat to do, We hear of no offers made by the biſhops of 
bills in parliament, which- no doubt, proceeding from them to 
whom it properly belongs, would have every where met with 
acceptance, Their own conſtitutions and orders have reformed 
them little. L. Bacon. 
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laws which enforce them inactive, why are 
they ſuffered to remain, except as a monu- 
ment of bigotry and ignorance, to ſhew that 
our extenfive charity has not yet reached to 
religion? why muſt we thro fear of them be 
all our lives ſubject to bondage? why are we 
mocked with a toleration without freedom, 
and an indulgence without ſafety. 

A ſtanding army of penal laws, kept up in 
the abſence of every real danger, is no mark of 
amity and good will. . 

Our toleration only excuſes us from com- 
plying with the eſtabliſhed worſhip. It diſ- 
penſes with our not kneeling at the altar, 
bowing to the eaſt, croſſing in baptiſm, 
and a few other ceremonies, ſo trifling 
and indifferent, that if they were the only 
foundation of our diſſent, I ſhould think our 
ſeparation was the effect of a weak ſcrupulo- 
city, more to be pitied than applauded. 
If religious liberty means any thing, it 
means a privilege of interpreting the ſcrip- 
tures for ourſelves; and if the ſtate under 

_ © which 
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ich my lot is caſt, will not permit me to 
feſs ſentiments on which I believe my im- 
rtal happineſs depends, I am invaded 
y deareſt rights, and ſuffer an irretriev- 
> injury. 
od forbid any thing ſhould be juftly laid 
ur charge, as members of ſociety, ſub- 
sand neighbours, becauſe we have no 
ft to commit any act of injuſtice upon 
fellow creatures; but our thoughts are 
liarly our own, and can wrong none but 
elves. If they are falſe, we muſt abide 
e conſequence, and take up with the 
on the other hand, if abandoning our 
judgment, we embrace implicitly the 
$ of the magiſtrate ; we muſt vary with 
ountry in which we dwell, and the powW- 
at happens accidentally to be ſupreme. 
ſhall always be fluctuating and uncertain; 
miſts to-day, Arminians to-morrow, and 
ow not what the next. Befides, if we 
d be in the wrong, how ſhall we an- 
it to Almighty God, that we have not 

E exerciſed 
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exerciſed the faculties he gave us? 0: 
Jeſus Chriſt, for not aſſerting thoſe rig 
he eſtabliſned with his blood ? * ... - 
It will be no juſtification of error, that 
were commanded to embrace it, unleſs the; 
thority to which we ſubrnitted was compet 
and lawful. rt 
If 1 am miſtaken after an ike; pur 
of truth; my ſincerity will mitigate my fai 


FBut if from floth or cowardice, or pi V 
cal motives, I. fall into deluſion, - will Wed 
faith of man be imputed to me for righ ign 
neſs? What vindication can I make? N ſho 
ſecurity. have I, that I ſnall not be conden per 
at the laſt day? Can a man plead an all, 
pailiament + at the ! of aa rule 
I fear not. In 


- You ſee then the abſurdity of reſting! 
human authority in matters of faith, 
where our ſalvation is concerned; for he + a 
cannot indemnify abſolutely and finally, Ws: f, 
have no right to impoſe : to ſacrifice 


conſciences at the altar of religion, 


| 
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turn her throne, whilſt we are pretending to 
eſtabliſh her dominion.” + ..,, +. - 94 
There is no more harm in a difference of 
opinions in religion, than in learning and phi- 
loſophy. lt is the neceſſary reſult of reaſon; 
and free enquiry; and-I know of no. benefit 
we ſhould get by that great object of political 
religion, Uniformity of Doctrines, except it 
be the loſs of an opportunity of ſhewing our 
moderation and charity. The only way to 
accompliſh univerſal agreement in opinion; 
would be to ſuppreſs all the means of know- 
ledge, to ſhut up the book of life, and let 
7 gnorance be the mother of devotion. We 
ſhould then have but one faith, or more pro- 
perly ſpeaking, we ſhould have no faith at 
all, but be fit for every thing that ambitious 
rulers and prieſts would wiſn. } 
In theſe liberal days of ſcienceand humani- 
g, when all religions and nations find- an 
th , E aſylum 
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he + A noble author ſays, — If magiſtracy ſhould vouchſafe to 
nterpole in the ſciences, az it does in religion, tis very probable 

lly, e ſhould have as bad logick, as bad mathematicks,and in eve 

, find as bad philoſophy, as we often have divinity, where —. 

ifice thodoxy is ſettled by law, 

n, 


aſylum among us, ( and what cauſe have we 


be charged with no crime againſt the ſtate, 


truſt ta but the accidental candor of a part) 


— 
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to repent of our tenderneſs ?) when infidels, 
(to the honor of our religion) have no ad- 
verſaries but reaſon and argumient ; when 
papiſts are treated with a greater -clemency 
than for a century paſt ; it is a matter of juſt 
complaint, that proteſtant miniſters, who can 


ſhould be exempted from that protection, 
which virtue and innocence afford in all wik 
governments, and left to the mercy of laws, 
which the wickedeſt member of ſociety may MW on 
put in execution. What ſhall we ſay of 1 MW ſuf 
country where honeſty 1s dangerous, and pre- WPro 
varication fecure? To think that a body of con 
men, whoſe profeſſion depends upon - prin- 
ciple, and who would not have exaſted but 
for, their integrity, ſhould have nothing to 


cular period; ſhould only be ſafe by being 

unknown ;---that a profeſſion, which has n0 

other object but to preſerve Chriſtianity pure 

and inviolate, and promote the virtue and 
| happineß 
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happineſs of ſociety, ſhould only be ſuffered 
by a connivance, which implies guilt, and car- 
ries with it reproach; that the worſhip of 
that Being before whom all the princes of the 
earth are duſt and aſhes, ſhould be limited 
and reſtrained, modified and controlled, ac- 
cording to the maxims of wordly policy ; and 
that nothing elſe ſhould be tolerated, but up- 
onthe hardeſt terms, upon terms which render 
liberty void, and which cannot be accepted 
without biding farewel to reaſon and revelati- 
on! Theſe are indignities which nothing could 
ſuſtain but the firm perſuaſion of a righteous 
Providence, and a future retribution. That 
conſcience which dictates our ſentiments, can 
n. ſupport us in maintaining them. As men 
ut {Wwe may complain, as Chriſtians we muſt be 
to faithful unto death. There is but one part 
ü for us to act. It is better to obey God, than 
man; we muſt plead our obligations to the 
ſovereign Lord of Nature, his laws cannot 
be broken with impunity, his will is eternally 
juſt, his authority cannot be ſuperſeded, his 
domi- 
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dominion extends beyond the grave, where 
the vindictive arm of human power is never 
felt, and where liberty is compleat. Who 
would ſacrifice his allegiance to ſuch a Being 
for any thing that men can threaten, or the 
world beſtow? We may defy all human ter- 
ror under this perſuaſion, that whatever we 
bi ſuffer. from a ſenſe of religion and motives of 
eghſeicnce, will be abundantly compenſated, 
| either in this life, or that which i is to come. 
Io conclude, as our perſons and propertieg 
are under the controul of the ſtate, our 
minds and conſciences are the peculiar right 
and claim of, the great author of our faith; 
| and we cannot diſcharge the duties of good 
| fubjects and good Chriſtians, unleſs we ren- 
ö der. tot Ctſar the things which are Czfar's, 
| and to God the things which are God's. 
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